LETTERS OF GERTRUDE BELL

tremely interesting and Mr. Woolley was an angel We had
to claim the beSl things for ourselves but we did our best to
make it up to him and I don't think he was very much dis-
satisfied. We, for our part, were well pleased. The best
objed is a hideous Sumerian Statue of a King of Lagach, about
three feet high but headless.

It has a long inscription across the shoulder in which they
have read the King's name, but it will go back to London to
be completely decyphered and then return to us. ...

To KB.                                               BAGDAD, April io/i, 1923.

Thank you a thousand times for all the trouble you took
about the King's furniture. He is delighted with the pi&ures.
Major Wilson and I are going to have a great talk with him
to-morrow and decide what he shall order....

Sk Percy arrived safely on the 3ist. . , . We're satisfied;
he thinks Parliament will agree to the scheme of the Cabinet
Committee and that we can pull through on that though the
economic conditions will be very difficult for the first few
years. It's also settled that I should come back in September.
I hate going away while the thing is Still so much in the melting
pot, but apart from my wish to see my family, I don't think
I ought to Stay a fourth summer on end and I shall come back
more competent, we'll hope, to carry on the job, . . .

Talking of Archaeologists, isn't it terrible about Lord
Carnarvon. And so extraordinarily tiresome that people
should be given an opportunity to say it's a curse....

The floods have gone down, but it will be months before
the desert EaSt of Bagdad is dry. It is Still a great sea of muddy
water. They are digging a great cut into the Diala to drain it
off. ...

April iitfi.

We had a terrific day yesterday beginning with a great rush
of work in the office, then at 12.30 an enormous lunch given
by the Iraq Army. There were sports afterwards, but I got
away early following H.M. who had commissioned Major
Wilson and me to come and talk about the furniture....
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